radially extending said cutting element so that a portion thereof ^radially 
outwardly spaced from the axis of said instrument; 

rotating said cutting element about said axis to cut said / trs'sue and create a 
peripheral boundary about said tissue specimen, to isolajeahe tissue specimen 
from surrounding tissue in the tissue region; and encapsulating said tissue 
specimen. 

31 . (Amended) The method as recjtea in Claim 30, wherein the 
encapsulating of the tissue specimen induaes radially expanding at least one 
encapsulating element so that a portion thereof is radially outwardly spaced from 
the axis of said instrument and ttffating said instrument about its axis so that said 
at least one encapsulating e>6ment encloses said tissue specimen. 

33! (Amended) I he method a? recited in Claim 30, and further 
comprising proximally withdrawing safd instrument, with the encapsulated tissue 
specimen, from the patient's body<and including cutting tissue as the instrument 

is withdrawn. 

" Ptease add trie following new claims: 


40. An elongated device for accessing a tissue site, cornj 
a. an elongated shaft having proximal and distal ends; 


'rising: 


b. a thin cutting electrode secured to the distaLend having a blunt 
activatable tissue engaging portion spaced distally from the distal end of the 
shaft; and 

c. an elongated electrical conductor' having one end electrically 
connected to the thin electrode secured to the distal end and one end configured 
to be electrically connected to a high-frequency electrical power source. 
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41 . The elongated accessing device of claim 40 wherein the thin/ 
electrode secured to the distal end of the elongated shaft is formed of conductive 
metallic material. / 

42. The elongated accessing device of claim 40 whereii/ the elongated 
shaft is provided with a cutting member at a location spaced proximally from the 
distal end of the elongated shaft. / 

43. The elongated accessing device of claim 42 wherein the cutting 
member spaced proximal to the distal end has a radially unexpanded 
configuration and a radially expanded configuration. 

44. The elongated accessing device or claim 43 wherein the cutting 
member is at least in part arcuate in shape wvhen in a radially expanded 
configuration. / 

45. The elongated accessingydevice of claim 44 wherein the cutting 
member is a tissue cutting electrode!. 

46. The elongated accessing device of claim 45 wherein an electrical 
conductor is provided having one end electrically connected to the cutting 
member and one end configured to be electrically connected to a high frequency 
electrical power source. / 

47. The elongsfted accessing device of claim 46 wherein the arcuate 
cutting member is rotatable about a longitudinal axis of the elongated shaft. 

48. A biopsy device, comprising: 

a tubular member having an opening near a distal tip thereof; 
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a cutting tool, a distal end of the cutting tool being attached near the disjal 
tip of the tubular member, at least a distal portion of the cutting tool being/ 
configured to selectively bow out of the opening and to retract within we opening; 
and / 

a tissue collection device externally attached at least toahe tubular 
member, the tissue collection device collecting tissue seyered by the cutting tool 
as the biopsy device or a portion thereof is rotated apra the cutting tool is bowed. 

49. A biopsy device, comprising: / 

a single use disposable tubular member having an opening near a distal tip 
thereof, the tubular member including a cutting tool, a distal end of the cutting tool 
being attached near the distal tip of me tubular member, at least a distal portion 
of the cutting tool being configured to selectively bow out of the opening and to 
retract within the opening; ancr 

a single use dispos^ole tissue collection device externally attached at least 
to the tubular member/the tissue collection device collecting tissue severed by 
the cutting tool aslne biopsy device is rotated and the cutting tool is bowed. 
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